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Executive Summary
The incumbent political party and mining companies hold high authority within the country, although voting power increases the influence of citizens. The Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) works closely with Debswana to implement economic policies that support mining. The Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) is a coalition of parties that provides an alternative to BDP for citizens, through a focus on placating concerns surrounding the lack of economic diversity. 
Discussion
The BDP, the ruling party since Botswana’s independence in 1966, faces a faltering level of support with the rise of competition. The UDC provides an alternative for citizens to consider when voting in general elections.[endnoteRef:1] In the most recent general election of 2014, the BDP won 65 percent of seats in Parliament,[endnoteRef:2],[endnoteRef:3] and the UDC won 30 percent, increasing their influence within the government.[endnoteRef:4] Support of urban citizens shifted towards the UDC, which inhibited the strength of the BDP within the country and government.   [1:  “Sunday Standard - Online Edition,” October 24, 2014, https://web.archive.org/web/20141024172509/http://www.sundaystandard.info/article.php?NewsID=20411&GroupID=1.]  [2:  “EISA Botswana: 2014 National Assembly Election Results,” accessed February 10, 2019, https://www.eisa.org.za/wep/bot2014results.htm.]  [3:  “Botswana’s Ruling Democratic Party Wins General Elections - BBC News,” accessed February 10, 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29776097.]  [4:  “EISA Botswana: 2014 National Assembly Election Results.”] 

Mining companies in Botswana hold power to influence political decisions. As the public rating of the nation’s economy increases, the government is more likely to increase investment into the industry.[endnoteRef:5] While industry makes up 27 percent of Botswana’s GDP, the industrial production growth rate for 2017 showed a decline of four percent.[endnoteRef:6] [5:  “Botswana Economy: Population, GDP, Inflation, Business, Trade, FDI, Corruption,” accessed March 25, 2019, //www.heritage.org/index/country/botswana.]  [6:  “Africa :: Botswana — The World Factbook - Central Intelligence Agency,” accessed February 10, 2019, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bc.html.] 

Citizens discontented with the current economic and political performance shift preference according to the options that best serve them. In the most recent election, the UDC ran on a platform addressing a “growing, resilient, and diversified economy.”[endnoteRef:7] The low GDP per capita associated with the mining industry combined with the growing discontent over the youth unemployment rate increases the citizen displeasure and desire for change seen in the 2014 elections.  [7:  “Udc-Gabs-South-Issues.pdf,” accessed February 10, 2019, http://www.electionsbotswana.org/article/udc-gabs-south-issues.pdf.] 
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