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Infrastructure for Clean Water Access Likely to Combat Chinese Influence
Executive Summary
Investing USD 100 million into increased water conservation, sanitation, and equality of access technologies will likely support continued prosperity and diminish the influence of China in Botswana. The reliance of both the mining and agriculture industries on underground water requires more than aquifers can renew naturally. Access to clean water fluctuates between urban and rural populations. Additionally, updating technology to center on water will require the renovation of key infrastructure, decreasing China’s control. 
Discussion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Groundwater is an expansive resource within the country; however, costs, low yields, poor quality, and distance from population centers limits the retrievable amount.[endnoteRef:1] The mining and agriculture sectors rates of use exceed the sustainable levels of underground water sources.[endnoteRef:2] Additionally, Botswana cannot build more dams due to the country’s terrain, and those currently in use primarily function as water storage.[endnoteRef:3]  [1:  “Botswana Integrated Water Resources Management & Water Efficiency Plan” (Gaborone, Botswana: Department of Water Affairs - Ministry of Minerals, Energy & Water, May 2013), https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/global/activities/impact-stories/further-reading/iwrm-we-plan.pdf.]  [2:  “Water Policy Brief: Reflecting on the Challenges of Attaining a Green Economy for Botswana” (United Nations Development Programme, 2012), https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1007National%20Report%20(Water)%20-%20Botswana.pdf.]  [3:  “Botswana Integrated Water Resources Management & Water Efficiency Plan.”] 

The country’s urban areas receive better allocation of water resources and access to clean water. As demand for water in urban areas increases, inadequate water management leads to food shortages and disruption of business, health, and education services.[endnoteRef:4] Additionally, settlement size determines the allocation of water sanitation systems, with prioritization of larger and upper income areas.[endnoteRef:5] [4:  “Water Policy Brief: Reflecting on the Challenges of Attaining a Green Economy for Botswana.”]  [5:  “Water Policy Brief: Reflecting on the Challenges of Attaining a Green Economy for Botswana.”] 

Chinese companies profit from the implementation of major building projects, such as dams, railroads, roadways, airports, and other key infrastructure.[endnoteRef:6],[endnoteRef:7] China also provides scholarship and training opportunities for Botswanan students in China.[endnoteRef:8] The investment in water conservation, allocation, and sanitation infrastructure will combat the disruption of educational experiences for students, and provide further employment opportunities within the country, decreasing the impact of Chinese strategies.  [6:  “China’s African Ambitions Stumble in Botswana | News | Al Jazeera,” accessed March 31, 2019, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2014/08/chinas-african-ambitions-stumble-botswana-201482312611222505.html.]  [7:  Anna Ying Chen, “China’s Role in Infrastructure Development in Botswana,” no. 44 (n.d.): 20.]  [8:  “An Overview of the Relations Between China and Botswana,” accessed April 4, 2019, http://bw.china-embassy.org/eng/sbgx/t404979.htm.] 
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