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Positive Economic and Democratic Trends Sustainable Factors for Stability
Executive Summary
Botswana is likely to remain stable for the next twelve to eighteen months due its open democracy and economic progress. The country’s lack of corruption in public office, free and consistent elections, and economic growth support continued sustainability. However, instability is more likely if unemployment related social unrest were to erupt.
Discussion
Botswana ranks 34th out of 180 countries in corruption levels, one of the highest in Africa.[endnoteRef:1] In addition to this, the country holds local elections simultaneously with general elections.[endnoteRef:2] Citizens elect 57 members of the main governmental body, the National Assembly.[endnoteRef:3] This body then selects the president to a five-year term following the general elections.[endnoteRef:4] The structure of elections and government created provides citizens equal opportunity to participate and hold power.  [1:  “Corruption Perceptions Index 2018,” Transparency International, Index 2018, 2018, https://www.transparency.org/cpi2018.]  [2:  “Botswana : Constitution and Politics,” The Commonwealth, accessed March 20, 2019, http://thecommonwealth.org/our-member-countries/botswana/constitution-politics.]  [3:  “Botswana,” Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2018, January 4, 2018, https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2018/botswana.]  [4:  Neil Parsons, “Botswana,” in Encyclopedia Britannica, March 18, 2019, https://www.britannica.com/place/Botswana.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The country experienced an average of five percent growth over the last decade, as the economy continues to expand.[endnoteRef:5] The largest sector that contributes to this success is diamond mining, which accounts for one third of government revenue.[endnoteRef:6] In addition, Botswana holds preferential trade status with the United States through the African Growth and Opportunity Act, renewed through 2025.[endnoteRef:7] Economic progress and trade with large global partners underscore the likely tract of stability within the country. [5:  “Botswana: Overview,” Text/HTML, World Bank, accessed March 21, 2019, http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/botswana/overview.]  [6:  “Africa :: Botswana — The World Factbook - Central Intelligence Agency,” CIA World Factbook, January 23, 2019, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bc.html.]  [7:  “Botswana,” U.S. Department of State, accessed March 21, 2019, http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/1830.htm.] 

Despite positive trends within Botswana leading toward continued stability, the potential for social unrest could possibly call this stability into question within the next twelve to eighteen months. Citizens between the ages of 15 and 29 make up one-third of the population.[endnoteRef:8] The unemployment rate for this demographic is approximately 25 percent.[endnoteRef:9] Youth fail to foster skills and qualities in their education to become hirable, and the government minimally supports this demographic.[endnoteRef:10] Without policies to combat the rising issue of youth unemployment, social unrest and instability becomes more likely.  [8:  Parsons, “Botswana.”]  [9:  Kabelo Adamson, “Youth Unemployment Rate Stands at 25%,” The Voice, January 22, 2019, https://thevoicebw.com/youth-unemployment-rate-stands-at-25/.]  [10:  Correspondent, “Collaborating to Tackle Youth Unemployment,” Mmegi Online, March 8, 2019, http://www.mmegi.bw/index.php?aid=79953&dir=2019/march/08.] 
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